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Gen er a l  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce  
 

 

 All candidates m ust  receive the sam e t reatm ent .  Exam iners 

m ust  m ark the first  candidate in exact ly the sam e way as they 

m ark the last .  

 Mark schem es should be applied posit ively. Candidates m ust  

be rewarded for what  they have shown they can do rather than 

be penalised for om issions.  

 Exam iners should m ark according to the m ark schem e, not  

according to their  percept ion of where the grade boundaries 

m ay lie.  

 There is no ceiling on achievem ent . All m arks on the m ark 

schem e should be used appropriately.  

 All of the m arks on the m ark schem e are designed to be 

awarded. Exam iners should always award full m arks if 

deserved, i.e. if the answer m atches the m ark schem e.  

Exam iners should also be prepared to award zero m arks if the 

candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according to the 

m ark schem e. 

 Where som e judgem ent  is required, m ark schem es will provide 

the pr inciples by which m arks will be awarded and 

exem plificat ion m ay be lim ited. 

 When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the 

m ark schem e to a candidate’s response, the team  leader m ust  

be consulted. 

 Crossed out  work should be m arked UNLESS the candidate has 

replaced it  with an alternat ive response. 
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Pap er  1  

SECTI ON A 

Assessm ent  Object ive:  

 AO1 – read and understand a variety of texts, select ing and 

ordering inform at ion, ideas and opinions from  the texts provided. 

(30 m arks)  

Tex t  On e 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1  One m ark for any of the following:  

 I srael 

 Japan 

 New Zealand 

 Thailand 

 United States 

 England (allow UK) . 

 

 

 (1 x 1)  ( 1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

2  One m ark each for any t h r ee  of the following i n  ow n  

w or d s  where possible:  

 

 over 100 people 

 m ajority are children 

 also teachers and pastoral staff 

 big (Victor ian)  house 

 near the sea/ East  coast  

 boarding school/ m ost  children stay there 

 som e only at tend during the day 

 both gir ls and boys  

 m ult icultural 

 big grounds/ open spaces/ play areas/ 12 acres 

 lots of act ivit ies. 

 

 (3 x 1)  ( 3 )  
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Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

3  One m ark each for any t h r ee  of the following:  

 new t im etable each term  

 children sign up for classes 

 free access to art ,  woodwork and com puters 

 open areas for kids not  in classes 

 r ight  to play 

 all lessons are opt ional 

 no pressure to conform  to adult  ideas 

 bad behaviour is dealt  with by om budsm en or the 

com m unity. 

 

 

 (3 x 1)  ( 3 )  

 

 

Tex t  Tw o  

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

5  One m ark each for any t w o  of the following:   

 (half the)  subjects are taught  in either Mandarin 

or Spanish 

 every pupil has an iPad 

 7-year-old pupils have iPads 

 can at tend lessons from  sickbed (vir tually)  

 aim  to be t r ilingual 

 (m ust )  study abroad. 

 

 (2 x 1)  ( 2 )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

4  One m ark each for any t h r ee  of the following i n  ow n  

w or d s  where possible:  

 

 everyone shares feelings/ em ot ions 

 general t rust ing atm osphere/ open/ honest  

 easy relat ionship between staff and students 

 students/ everyone helps to solve problem s 

 everyone is equal 

 (close)  com m unity 

 sharing 

 everyone is on the sam e level.  

 

 (3 x 1)  ( 3 )  
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Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

6  One m ark each for any t w o  of the following:  

 the light  

 215,000 square feet  in size 

 high ceilinged 

 10 floors 

 form er warehouse 

 the calm  

 the quiet  

 children busy 

 children well behaved. 

 

 

 (2 x 1)  ( 2 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

7  One m ark each for any t h r ee  of the following i n  ow n  

w or d s  where possible:  

 

 the classroom  layout  

 the encouragem ent  of play 

 each floor has an area set  aside for playing 

 playgrounds on the roof with am azing views 

 the cafe for parents 

 parents can stay in cafe for any length of t im e. 

 

 (3 x 1)  ( 3 )  
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Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

8  One m ark each for any t w o  points i n  ow n  w or d s .  

Further m ark for developm ent / support  of each point . 

           Point                                            

Developm ent / Support  

Leader in technology in 

educat ion (1)  

‘m ost  technologically 

sophist icated school in 

the count ry’ (1)  

No evidence of 

t radit ional m ethods of 

com m unicat ion (pens, 

paper, books)  (1)  

‘all but  ext inct ’ (1)  

No evidence of 

handwrit ing (1)  

‘I  don’t  see a child with a 

pencil at  any point  during 

m y visit ’ (1)  

 

Trying not  to use paper 

(1)  

'We’re t rying to turn 

Avenues into a 

paperless place,’  (1)  

I pad is essent ial (1)  ‘We see the iPad as 

being a pupil’s book 

bag, so 90 per cent  of 

our texts are on there.’  

(1)  

Children learn 

independent ly using 

technology (1)  

‘boys and gir ls can be 

seen sit t ing quiet ly 

working away on their 

laptops in the 

com m unal ' independent  

workstat ions’’ (1)  

 

Reward all valid response and use of evidence. 

 

 (2 x 2)  ( 4 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

9  One m ark each for any t h r ee  of the following i n  ow n  

w or d s  where possible:  

 m odern 

 lively 

 educat ional 

 prepares children for future 

 children learn foreign languages 

 children use technology 

 there is a teacher guiding the class 

 teacher respects students 

 m ixture of t radit ional and m odern. 

 

 (3 x 1)  ( 3 )  
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Bot h  Tex t s 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 0  Accept  EI THER choice:  

For chosen text :  (4 m arks)  

     Tw o  m arks for choice stated with clear personal 

response 

     shown;  

     Tw o  m arks for clear reference to text  with exam ples 

given  

     from  text  to support  choice m ade e.g.  

 posit ive points m ade in both texts e.g. about  

freedom  in Sum m erhill and languages and 

technology in Avenues (although these m ay 

also be seen as negat ives)  

 descript ions of the buildings e.g. old/ m odern;  

count ry/ cit y 

 how texts present  what  will be learnt  e.g. no 

com pulsory lessons/ independent  learning 

 Sum m erhill talks about  discipline/ not  

m ent ioned in Avenues 

 how the writers present  their  ideas e.g. use of 

less form al language (Sum m erhill) ;  use of 

posit ive words;  descript ive language;  use of 

repet it ion.  

For the other text :  (2 m arks)  

On e  m ark for a clear personal response for reason 

text  not  chosen. 

On e  m ark for an exam ple to illust rate reason. 

Marks m ay be awarded for developm ent  of points as 

well as reference. 

Close cr it ical analysis of language is an acceptable 

response. 

(Exam iners m ust  evaluate answers on their  m erits and 

be alert  to unusual responses which are, however, 

just ified by evidence.)  

Reward all valid responses that  clearly state the reasons 

for the choices m ade. 

 

 (4 +  2)  ( 6 )  
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SECTI ON B  

Assessm ent  Object ives:  

 AO1 – read and understand a variety of texts, select ing and ordering 

inform at ion, ideas and opinions from  the texts provided. (10 m arks)  

 AO2 – adapt  form s and types of writ ing for specific purposes and 

audiences using appropriate styles. (20 m arks)  

 AO3 – Write clearly, using a range of vocabulary and sentence 

st ructures, with accurate spelling, paragraphing, gram m ar and 

punctuat ion. (5 m arks)  

Quest ion 

Num ber 

I ndicat ive content  

1 1  A suitable register for a speech to peers should be adopted. 

Candidates should address all areas. The following indicate som e 

points that  candidates m ay m ake but  there are other possibilit ies. 

Di f f er en t  t h in g s t h at  t h e sch oo ls o f f er  

 choose lessons 

 do no lessons 

 free access to art ,  woodwork and com puters 

 play (gam es)  

 learn to care for each other  

 use technology  

 learn foreign languages 

 don’t  use pens and paper.  

W h at  i s g ood  ab ou t  t h e sch oo ls ( b u t  m ig h t  b e in t er p r et ed  as 

b ad )  

 freedom  

 responsibilit y 

 can play 

 learn to share/ have a sense of com m unity 

 learn using technology 

 learn foreign languages 

 pass exam s 

 get  exercise. 

W h at  i s b ad  ab ou t  t h e sch oo ls ( b u t  m ig h t  b e in t er p r et ed  as 

g ood )  

 lessons are opt ional 

 could play all the t im e 

 could m ess around 

 have to learn foreign languages 

 have to study/ pass exam s 

 too m uch technology 

 no books/ pens/ paper 

 don’t  learn to write. 

 

Reward all valid points. 

Candidates m ay draw on schools other than places such as Sum m erhill 

and Avenues. 

(Exam iners m ust  evaluate answers on their  m erits and be alert  to 

unusual responses which are, however, just ified by evidence.)  
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AO1  

Use professional judgm ent  to award up to a m axim um  of 10 m arks according to 

the  

following grid. Placing in any of the m ark bands should be on a ‘best - fit ’ basis. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Candidates should have:  

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m ater ial 

Lev el  1  1-2  referred to at  least  on e  bullet  point  

 included a sm all num ber of points with som e relevance 

 included som e basic reference to schools 

 dem onst rated a lim ited abilit y to locate and ret r ieve 

ideas and inform at ion 

 given a relevant  am ount  of lim ited detail 

 considered som e basic ideas about  what  is good and 

bad about  the schools 

Lev el  2  3-4  offered com m ent  on at  least  t w o  of the bullet  points 

 given som e relevant  points 

 dem onst rated som e awareness of different  things that  

the schools offer  

 brought  in som e relevant  support ive points or evidence 

 offered detail based on som e relevant  inform at ion 

 showed som e reasonable awareness of what  is good 

and bad about  the schools 

Lev el  3  5-6  covered all t h r ee  bullet  points securely 

 offered a reasonable num ber of relevant  points 

 dem onst rated sound awareness of the different  things 

that  the schools offer 

 showed secure appreciat ion of both good and bad things 

about  the schools 

 used appropriate m aterial relevant ly 

 showed sound awareness of all 3 bullet  points 

Lev el  4  7-8  covered all t h r ee  bullet  points system at ically 

 offered a good num ber of relevant  points, probably such 

as those suggested in indicat ive content  

 showed sustained considerat ion of the different  things 

that  the schools offer 

 m ade well- focused, pert inent  com m ents about  the good 

and bad things about  the schools 

 used evidence in an effect ive way 

 dem onst rated a good appreciat ion of all 3 bullet  points 

Lev el  5  9-10  covered all t h r ee  bullet  points in appropriate depth 

 offered a wide range of relevant  points such as those 

suggested in indicat ive content  

 dem onst rated st rong regard to the different  things that  

the schools offer 

 presented well- focused com m ents with st rong reference 

to both good and bad things about  the schools 

 supported their  points st rongly with apt  and well-chosen 

exam ples 

 showed st rong insight  into all 3 bullet  points  
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AO2  

Use professional judgm ent  to award up to a m axim um  of 20 m arks according to 

the 

following grid. Placing in any of the m ark bands should be on a ‘best - fit ’ basis. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 

 0 No rewardable m ater ial 

Lev el  1   1-4  som e indicat ion that  the text  is intended as a speech 

 som e lim ited at tem pt  to engage reader in subject  

 basic abilit y to fit  language to required task 

 has at  least  som e acknowledgem ent  of the intended 

audience 

Lev el  2  5-8  a fair  at tem pt  to create a speech in a suitable form at  

  generally adopts reasonably appropriate tone, but  not  

sharply convincing or consistent  

 som e at tem pt  to fit  language and style to purpose 

 has som e register relevant  to the specified audience 

Lev el  3  9-12  

 sound in its capacity to write appropriately for a 

speech 

 a clear grasp of how to relate to the specified audience 

 writes with sound cont rol over style and tone 

 choice of register and vocabulary relates soundly to  

audience (peers)  

Lev el  4  13-

16 

 writ ing shows good appreciat ion of required approach 

and form at  for a speech 

 a good, well-chosen tone of voice 

 vocabulary varied, flexible and appropriate to the task 

 relates well to the intended audience (peers) , with use 

of 

      appropriate register 

Lev el  5  17-

20 

 style and st ructure very successful and highly 

appropriate for a speech 

 successful and consistent  adopt ion of apt  tone 

 choice of register and vocabulary ext rem ely well-

adapted to audience (peers) , com m unicat ing 

effect ively and lucidly 

 engages audience with sym pathy, flair  and assured 

language cont rol 

 an excellent , percept ive awareness of form at  
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AO3  ( QW C)  

Use professional judgem ent  to award up to a m axim um  of 5 m arks according to 

the 

following grid. Placing in any of the m ark bands should be on a ‘best - fit ’ basis.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Punctuat ion Gram m ar Spelling 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m ater ial 

Lev el  1  1 Basic punctuat ion 

is 

used with som e 

cont rol 

 

Gram m at ical 

st ructur ing shows 

som e cont rol 

Spelling of 

com m on 

words is usually 

correct , though 

inconsistencies are 

present  

Lev el  2  2 Full stops, capital 

let ters, quest ion 

m arks are used, 

together with 

som e 

other m arks, 

m ost ly 

correct ly 

Gram m at ical 

st ructuring of sim ple 

and som e com plex 

sentences is usually 

correct  

Spelling of sim ple 

words and m ore 

com plex words is 

usually correct  

Lev el  3  3 Cont rol of 

punctuat ion is 

m ost ly 

secure, including 

use 

of speech m arks 

and 

apost rophes 

Gram m at ical 

st ructures are 

accurate and used 

to 

convey m eanings 

clear ly, with only 

occasional errors 

Spelling of a wide 

range of words is 

accurate 

 

Lev el  4  4 Punctuat ion is 

accurate, with a 

wide 

range of m arks 

used 

to enhance 

com m unicat ion, 

according to the 

part icular focus 

within this t r iplet  

A wide range of 

gram m at ical 

st ructur ing is used 

accurately and 

effect ively to 

exam ine the writer ’s 

chosen issues 

 

Spelling is alm ost  

always accurate, 

with 

only occasional 

slips 
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Lev el  5  5 Cont rol of the full 

range of 

punctuat ion 

m arks is precise, 

enabling intended 

em phasis and 

effects to be 

conveyed (e.g. by 

the deploym ent  of 

sem i-colons, pairs 

of 

com m as or 

dashes to indicate 

apposit ion or 

interpolat ion)  

Gram m at ical 

st ructuring is 

am bit ious and 

assured, with 

sophist icated cont rol 

of expression and 

m eaning 

 

Spelling of a wide 

and 

am bit ious 

vocabulary 

is consistent ly 

accurate 
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 SECTI ON C 

Assessm ent  Object ives:  

 AO2 – adapt  form s and types of writ ing for specific purposes and 

audiences using appropriate styles. (25 m arks)  

 AO3 (QWC) – write clearly, using a range of vocabulary and sentence 

st ructures, with accurate spelling, paragraphing, gram m ar and 

punctuat ion. (10 m arks)  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

I ndicat ive content  

1 2  ( a)  As no audience is specified, the exam iner is assum ed to be the 

audience. 

Candidates are free to agree or disagree with the statem ent  and m ay 

present  a variety of argum ents. 

Content  m ay include references to:  personal experiences of school;  

teachers/ subjects studied/ school ethos or sense of com m unity and/ or 

fr iendships form ed. Candidates m ay also produce a m ore philosophical 

response focusing on the im portance of educat ion (or otherwise)  and 

how what  we learn at  school sets us up for life.  

EXAMI NERS SHOULD BE OPEN TO A WI DE RANGE OF 

I NTERPRETATI ON. 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

I ndicat ive content  

1 2  ( b )  No indicat ive content  can be specified, since candidates m ay choose to 

interpret  the t it le as they wish. 

Candidates should be rewarded for such qualit ies as a sense of dram a, 

vivid descript ion, excitem ent  or suspense. 

 

EXAMI NERS SHOULD BE OPEN TO A WI DE RANGE OF 

I NTERPRETATI ON. 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

I ndicat ive content  

1 2  ( c)  Candidates m ay choose from  quite a wide range of unt idy places such 

as their  houses, bedroom s, sheds, garages or m ore public places or 

buildings such as schools, shopping m alls, parks, beaches, st reets or 

even rubbish t ips. 

Candidates should be rewarded for their  powers to evoke a sense of 

place and atm osphere, using effect ive vocabulary. 

 

EXAMI NERS SHOULD BE OPEN TO A WI DE RANGE OF 

I NTERPRETATI ON. 

 

 

 



14 

 

AO2  

Use professional judgm ent  to award up to a m axim um  of 25 m arks according to 

the 

following grid. Placing in any of the m ark bands should be on a ‘best - fit ’ basis. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor    

General 

Character ist ics 

Purpose and 

Audience 

Com m unicat ive 

Effect iveness 

Organisat ion 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m ater ial 

Lev el  1  1-5 The writ ing 

achieves 

l im i t ed  

su ccess 

at  a basic 

level 

There is 

l i t t l e  

aw ar en ess 

of 

the purpose 

of 

the writ ing 

The writ ing 

uses a l im i t ed  

vocabulary and 

shows l i t t l e  

v ar ie t y  of 

sentence 

st ructure 

Organisat ion 

of 

the m aterial is 

sim p le with 

l im i t ed  

su ccess 

in int roducing 

and 

developing 

a response 

Lev el  2  6-10 The writ ing 

expresses 

ideas 

which are 

b r oad ly  

ap p r op r ia t e 

 

There is 

som e 

g r asp  of the 

purpose of 

the 

writ ing 

 

The writ ing 

shows som e 

ev id en ce o f  

con t r o l  in the 

choice of 

vocabulary and 

sentence 

st ructure 

Organisat ion 

of 

the m aterial 

shows som e 

g r asp  of text  

st ructure, with 

opening and 

developm ent , 

and b r oad ly  

ap p r op r ia t e 

paragraphing 

Lev el  3  11-15 The writ ing 

expresses and 

develops ideas 

in a clear , 

o r g an ised  

way 

 

There is a 

g en er a l l y  

clear  

sense of the 

purpose of 

the 

writ ing 

 

The writ ing 

includes w el l  

ch osen  

vocabulary and 

shows som e 

ev id en ce o f  

cr af t i n g  in the 

const ruct ion of 

sentences 

 

Organisat ion 

of 

the m aterial is 

m ost ly  

sou n d ,  

with a clear  

text  st ructure, 

con t r o l led  

paragraphing 

to 

reflect  

opening, 

developm ent  

and closure, 

together with 

secu r e u se of 

cohesive 

devices 
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Lev el  4  16-20 The writ ing 

presents 

ef f ect i v e 

an d  

su st a in ed  

ideas 

 

There is a 

secu r e, 

su st a in ed  

realisat ion of 

the purpose 

of 

the writ ing 

 

The writ ing 

has 

ap t ly  

ch osen  

vocabulary 

and 

w el l -

con t r o l led  

variety in the 

const ruct ion 

of 

sentences 

 

Organisat ion 

of 

the m aterial is 

f u l l y  secu r e ,  

with a w el l -

j u d g ed  

text  st ructure, 

ef f ect i v e 

paragraphing 

and  

su ccessf u l  

u se o f  a  

r an g e 

of cohesive 

devices 

between and 

within 

paragraphs 

Lev el  5  21-25 The writ ing 

achieves 

p r ecision  

an d  

clar i t y  in 

present ing 

com p el l in g  

and 

f u l l y  

d ev elop ed  

ideas 

 

There is 

st r on g , 

con sist en t  

f u l f i lm en t  of 

the writ ing 

task, sh ar p ly  

f ocu sed  on 

the 

writer ’s 

purpose 

 

The writ ing 

has 

an ex t en siv e 

vocabulary 

and 

m at u r e 

cont rol 

in the 

const ruct ion 

of 

v ar ied  

sentence 

form s 

 

Organisat ion 

of 

m aterial is 

assu r ed ,  with 

sop h ist i cat ed  

cont rol of text  

st ructure, 

sk i l f u l l y  

su st a in ed  

paragraphing 

and the 

ef f ect i v e 

ap p l i cat ion  

o f  

a  w id e r an g e 

of m arkers of 

textual 

cohesion 
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AO3  ( QW C)  

Use professional judgm ent  to award up to a m axim um  of 10 m arks according to 

the 

following grid. Placing in any of the m ark bands should be on a ‘best - fit ’ basis. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Punctuat ion Gram m ar Spelling 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m ater ial 

Lev el  1  1-2 Basic punctuat ion is 

used with som e 

cont rol 

 

Gram m at ical 

st ructur ing shows 

som e cont rol 

Spelling of 

com m on 

words is usually 

correct , though 

inconsistencies are 

present  

 

Lev el  2  3-4 Full stops, capital 

let ters, quest ion 

m arks are used, 

together with som e 

other m arks, m ost ly 

correct ly 

 

Gram m at ical 

st ructur ing of 

sim ple 

and som e com plex 

sentences is 

usually 

correct  

Spelling of sim ple 

words and m ore 

com plex words is 

usually correct  

Lev el  3  5-6 Cont rol of 

punctuat ion is m ost ly 

secure, including use 

of speech m arks and 

apost rophes 

Gram m at ical 

st ructures are 

accurate and used 

to convey 

m eanings clearly, 

with only 

occasional errors 

Spelling of a wide 

range of words is 

accurate 

 

Lev el  4  7-8 

 

Punctuat ion is 

accurate, with a wide 

range of m arks used 

to enhance 

com m unicat ion, 

according to the 

part icular focus 

within this t r iplet  

 

A wide range of 

gram m at ical 

st ructur ing is used 

accurately and 

effect ively to 

exam ine the 

writer ’s chosen 

issues 

 

Spelling is alm ost  

always accurate, 

with 

only occasional 

slips 

 

Lev el  5  9-10 Cont rol of the full 

range of punctuat ion 

m arks is precise, 

enabling intended 

em phasis and effects 

to be conveyed (e.g. 

by the deploym ent  of 

sem i-colons, pairs of 

com m as or dashes to 

indicate apposit ion or 

interpolat ion)  

Gram m at ical 

st ructuring is 

am bit ious and 

assured, with 

sophist icated 

cont rol 

of expression and 

m eaning 

 

Spelling of a wide 

and am bit ious 

vocabulary is 

consistent ly 

accurate 
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